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AJune 8 statement by a group of United Nations experts urging the Nigerian government to
“act urgently” to thwart “violence targeting Christians and other religious minorities” is a
hopefulindicator of “meaningful action” to come, according to Open Doors.

The UN public statement, released in conjunction with a letter sent to the government,
addresses “deeply troubling” reports that describe a “pattern of violence and persecution
disproportionately affecting Christian communities in some northern states.” The letter is
signed by the Special Rapporteurs on violence against women and girls, extrajudicial,
summary or arbitrary executions, minority issues, and torture, and by the Working Group on
Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances. It is scheduled to be made public after 60 days,
during which time the Nigerian government can reply.

“We are particularly alarmed at the very specific and heightened risks of discrimination,
violence and exploitation that Christian women and girls are exposed to, as we continue to
document grave cases of sexual violence, abductions, acts tantamount to enforced
disappearances, forced conversion and child marriage amongst them,” the statement said.

Anna Hill, Open Doors’ UN Advocacy Officer, welcomed the UN letter and statement.

“l am pleased that the UN experts are convinced of the urgent need for the Nigerian
government to address violations against Christian women and girls,” Hill said. “Their calls
for protection, justice and reparations echo the aims of our Arise Africa campaign, which
raises issues faced by Christians not just in Nigeria but across sub-Saharan Africa. | thank
the experts for this important communication and am hopeful that the Nigerian government
will respond with meaningful commitments that tackle impunity, protect Christians from
further attacks and restore communities where violence has taken place.”

ABOUT NIGERIA

Nigeria is the most violent place in the world for Christians, according to the Open Doors
World Watch List, an annual ranking of the 50 countries where Christians face the most
extreme persecution. In northern Nigeria, 12 states have implemented Islamic law, creating
a system where Christians live as second-class citizens, and conversion from Islam can be
severely punished. Nigeria ranks No. 7 on the list.


https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2026/06/nigeria-un-experts-warn-rights-violations-against-women-and-girls-christian

Violent Islamic militant groups operate across northern Nigeria and into the country’s
centralregion. Some of these groups — including Boko Haram and Islamic State West Africa
Province (ISWAP), an offshoot of Islamic State — target Christians and their property. Other
Christians, particularly farmers in Nigeria’s Middle Belt, are confronted by Islamic militants
among the Fulani people, who disproportionately attack Christian communities.

ABOUT OPEN DOORS

Open Doors helps Christiansin more than 70 countries. It provides Scripture, training, direct
assistance and other forms of support that strengthen the Christian church in places where

it is under pressure. It works to raise awareness of persecution and is the creator of the
annual World Watch List.
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